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The North Country Trail passes through the Little Miami Scenic Park along a 
former railroad corridor in Morrow, Ohio. Many other abandoned rail lines 
hold potential for establishing additional segments of the Trail. Action to 
protect them is needed soon before these opportunities are lost for all time. 
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Introduction 


The North Country National Scenic Trail (NCT) will one day be the longest continuous 
recreation trail in the United States, spanning 3,200 miles across seven northern states. 
When it is finished, users will be able to walk from the Adirondack mountains of New 
York to the prairies of North Dakota, as well as ski, bicycle, and ride horses along 
many portions of the route. The National Park Service (NPS) is the federal agency 
designated to foster the establishment and management of the NCT. 


Unlike other National Scenic Trails -- such as the Appalachian, Pacific Crest and Ice Age 
Trai!s, which were built along distinct geological features -- the North Country Trail 
features a diversity of natural, recreational, historic and cultural opportunities. The 
North Country Trail challenges the user to explore a variety of land types, from 
farmer’s fields to historic canals to mountains, waterfalls and national lakeshores. Trail 
users will walk in the footsteps of early Americans along the beaches of the Great 
Lakes, the commercial waterways of New York and Ohio, and the myriad small lakes 
of Wisconsin and Minnesota. When completed, the trail will tie these communities 
together, connecting wildlife refuges with wild and scenic rivers, historic forts with state 
forests, midwestern towns with mountain villages. And all within a day’s drive of nearly 
half of the nation’s population. 


First proposed in a 1965 U.S. Forest Service rail study, the North Country National 
Scenic Trail was eventually authorized by Congress in 1980, through an amendment to 
the National Trail System Act (16 USC 1241 et seq.). Today the trail is about 30 
percent finished, primarily across public lands, such as national forests and state parks. 
Completing the remaining portions of the trail involves the difficult challenge of 
crossing private lands. To continue the trail, public right of passage over these lands 
must be acquired through easements or purchase. 


During the past decade -- simultaneous to establishing the North Country Trail -- there 
has developed across the United States a growing movement to convert abandoned 
railroad corridors into recreational trails. The characteristics of grade, location and 
design that made them successful rail corridors now make them outstanding pathways 
for hiking, bicycling, cross-country skiing, and many other activities (such as wheelchair 
use). Railroad corridors often traverse scenic river valleys, lake shores, forests and 
rural communities. The corridors are associated with interesting and _ historic 
structures, such as depots, tunnels, trestles and canals. Rail corridors are frequently 
used as migration corridors for birds and mammals and also as provide some of the 
last refuges for endangered plants. Furthermore, rail-trails benefit adjacent communities 
by improving existing park systems and enhancing tourism opportunities. 

















Abandoned railroad corridors offer one way to address the challenge of building the 
North Country Trail over private lands. These linear corridors can simplify the process 
of assembling myriad easements and rights-of-way over private lands. 


Across the United States approximately 2,700 miles of abandoned railroad track have 
been converted into rail-trails. Almost half of the nation’s rail-trail mileage -- 1,180 
miles -- is located in the seven NCT states of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota. One rail-trail already plays a key role in the 
North Country Trail: Ohio’s Little Miami Scenic Park is a designated section of the 
North Country Trail and is visited by thousands of recreationists every year. 


The National Park Service asked the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy to conduct "an analysis 
of the status, condition, and potential conversion of 13 abandoned railroad corridors 
along the North Country National Scenic Trail." The work was divided into three tasks: 
analysis of corridor status, condition, and ownership; identification of issues and 
recommendation of strategies for protection; and submission of a final report. (These 
tasks and the methods used to acheive them are described in detail in Appendix A.) 


Over the four-month research period, six more railroad corridors were added to the 
study. These were either abandoned rights-of-way discovered during the course of the 
research or rights-of-way currently under application for abandonment with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. In either case, these corridors were close enough 
to the NCT proposed route to warrant consideration as possible trail segments. As 
these corridors were not a part of the original scope of the Cooperative Agreement, 
they are designated in the study with letters rather than numbers. 


All corridors are listed in the following manner: 


1 to 13 = Railroad corridors researched under the National Park Service 
Cooperative Agreement 


Ato F = Additional corridors researched 


The following is a list, by state, of all corridors included in the study, with their 
corresponding number or letter: 


North Dakota 
1) Fargo to Wahpeton; Richland County 
A) Dazey to Rogers; Barnes County 





Minnesota 

2) Breckenridge to Foxhome; Wilkin County 

B) Foxhome to Fergus Falls; Wilkin and Otter Tail Counties 
3) Fergus Falls to Pelican Rapids; Otter Tail County 














Michigan 

4) Bergland to Nestoria; Ontonagon, Houghton, and Baraga Counties 

5) Marquette to Munising; Marquette County 

C) Trout Lake to St. Ignace; Mackinac County 

6) Mackinaw City to Petoskey; Emmet County 

7) Traverse City to Thompsonville; Grand Traverse and Benzie Counties 
D) Thompsonville to Frankfort; Benzie County 

E) Litchfield to Jonesville; Hillsdale County 


8) Adrian, Mich. to Napoleon, Ohio; Lenawee (Mich.), Fulton and Henry Counties 
(Ohio) 

9) Troy to Springfield; Miami and Clark Counties 

10) Springfield to Roxanna; Clark and Greene Counties 

11) Signal, Ohio to New Galilee, Pa.; Columbiana (Ohio) and Beaver Counties 
(Pennsylvania) 


Pennsylvania 
12) Dudley to Knox; Clarion and Armstrong Counties 








New York 
13) Cortland to Canastota; Madison County 
F) Remsen to Lake Placid; Oneida, Herkimer, Hamilton, Lawrence, Franklin and 


Essex Counties 


Once identified, each corridor was researched and then ranked for its potential of 
becoming a rail-trail and a designated segment of the North Country Trail route. The 
corridors were divided into four categories: 


excellent 
fair 
low 
very low 


1 
2 
3 
4 


Of the 600 miles of railroad corridor examined in this study, 220 miles appear to 
provide excellent opportunities for helping complete the NCT. If protected and 
converted to trail use, together they would help form 7% of the total 3,200 mile trail. 
These corridors may serve as critical links for the NCT, especially where public land 
is no longer available. At the same time these potential rail-trails offer a unique 
recreation opportunity to North Country Trail users by broadening the NCT trail 
experience. 














Segment Descriptions by State 


The individual rail corridors evaluated in thus study are presented in the following 
pages by state, from west to east. Maps are provided only for category 1 ("excellent") 
segments to identify local towns and physical features. 
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From National Park Service, 1982, North Country Trail Comprebensive Plan for Management and Use. 


ROUTE OF THE NORTH COUNTRY TRAIL 

















North Dakota 


1) Fargo to Wahpeton. Richland County 


Length of corridor: 46 miles 

Abandoned by: Burlington Northern Railroad 
Abandonment date: approximately 1980 

Current owners: Adjacent farmers 

Rank: 4 


The segment of interest to the North Country Trail is the 13-mile section between Fort 
Abercrombie State Historic Site and Wahpeton. 


The line was owned by the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Company 
and abandoned during the Milwaukee Road reorganization, when Burlington Northern 
Railroad Company acquired the majority of the Milwaukee Road corridors. The portion 
from Wahpeton to Horace was purchased by the Red River Valley Railroad and later 
abandoned. 


When Pam Dryer, Coordinator of Natural Resources and Trails for North Dakota Parks 
and Recreation Department, flew the entire North Dakota route of the NCT a few years 
ago, she reported that the Fargo-Wahpeton right-of-way was visible, but large sections 
of it had been plowed over and were being farmed. The entire Richland County 
portion of the corridor (which encompasses the Abercrombie-to-Wahpeton segment) has 
been sold to adjacent landowners. Burlington Northern may still own small scattered 
sections of this corridor outside of Richland County. 


Because the corridor is broken up by farming, the state has little interest in purchasing 
it for trail use. For similar reasons, Richland County also is not interested in acquiring 
this corridor. The Richland County Planning Board is not very active, and the county 
has no established Parks and Recreation Department. It is beyond the county’s scope 
to acquire Open space, not to mention the political impossibility of acquiring a right- 
of-way now consumed by the adjacent landowners. 


Richland County is in Region 5 of the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, 
prepared by the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department. Listed among the 
recreational needs of this Region include: "cross-country skiing, skating, hockey, while 
additionai imajor concerns deal with completion of the North County Trail." The region 
seems ready for stronger trails planning, and may look favorably on acquisition of 
other abandoned railroad corridors for completion of the NCT. 














North Dakota 


aes 


A) Dazey to Rogers. Barnes County 





Length of corridor: 
Abandoned by: 
Abandonment date: 


Current owner: 
Rank: 


8 miles 

Burlington Northern Railroad 

not yet abandoned 

Burlington Northern Railroad Company 
3 


This corridor is not on the designated route of the NCT, but is within 10 miles of it, 
and nearly parallels the trail in a north-south direction. 


The corridor runs near Lake Ashtabula, a reservoir on the Sheyenne River. Burlington 
Northern Railroad filed with the Interstate Commerce Commission to abandon the 
corridor under exempt conditions in November 1988. 


No citizens group has as yet voiced any interest in this corridor. The Barnes County 
Parks and Recreation Department knows about the status of the corridor, but has not 
taken any decisive action either to reject or endorse it as a possible trail. 


The state does not consider the right-of-way a high priority for acquisition, and has not 
yet decided whether it will pursue developraent of the corridor. 























Minnesota 


2) Breckenridge to Foxhome. Wilkin County 





Length of corridor: 12 miles 

Abandoned by: Burlington Northern Railroad 
Abandonment date: 17 October 1979 

ICC abandonment no.:  AB-6 (Sub-No. 86) 

Current owner: Burlington Northern Railroad Company 
Rank: 2 


This corridor was originally owned by Great Northern Rajjroad Company and was 
abandoned by Burlington Northern Railroad. The tracks and ties were removed for 
salvage by Burlington Northern. Still owned by BN, it is lying unused and undeveloped 
and is available for acquisition and inclusion in the NCT. By virtue of its apparent 
continuity the right-of-way seems very appealing. However, no public agency has 
expressed interest in acquiring it. 


The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) js not likely to purchase this 
corridor for trail use, primarily because it is isolated from al} other recreation and 
tourist opportunities in the state. However, the MDNR would possibly support 
acquisition of this corridor if other factors were involved, such as. 1) if an endangered 
species was discovered on the right-of-way, or 2) if a new recreational opportunity was 
developed, and this corridor was needed as a vital link. 


The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the Minnesota Scientific and 
Natural Areas Program may be interested in the corridor, altho, gh it is too early to tell. 
MDOT, which has recently been authorized to purchase abandoned railroad corridors 
for trail use, is still at the investigation stage and has not decided whether it plans to 
acquire this corridor. The Scientific and Natural Areas Program, an agency located 
within the MDNR, seeks to preserve Minnesota’s threatened native habitats. 
Breckenridge to Foxhome would be of interest to the agency if the right-of-way contains 
endangered prairie species. The agency has already acquired one other railroad 
corridor in Minnesota, the Wild Indigo Prairie Scientific ang Natural Area (Austin to 
Dexter), to protect the native prairie habiiat. However, the Scientific and Natural Areas 
Program is not in the business of building trails--that is stijj qone by the Trails and 
Waterways Program in the MDNR, which has a small budget and its own priorities. 
(For example, the Wild Indigo Natural Area still has no trajj.) 


The city of Fergus Falls may be interested in preserving the Breckenridge to Foxhome 
corridor for trail development. The city supports a modest recreational tourist industry 
and seeks generally to preserve open space. Originally this corridor was part of a 
longer abandonment, from Breckenridge to Fergus Falls. Half of the corridor, from 


= 














Foxhome to Fergus Falls, was purchased for short-line rail transit by the Otter Tail 
Railroad Authority. If the Foxhome to Fergus Falls portion is ever abandoned by the 
short-line carrier, the city of Fergus Falls could potentially be interested in the entire 
right-of-way for trail use. 


Minnesota 


B) Foxhome to Fergus Falls. Wilkin and Otter Tail Counties 


Length of corridor: 13 miles 

Abandoned by: Burlington Northern Railroad 
Abandonment date: not abandoned 

ICC abandonment no.: AB-6 (Sub-No. 86) 

Current owner: Otter Tail Railroad Company 
Rank: 4 (but in future may be 1-2) 


The Foxhome to Fergus Falls line is the continuation of the Burlington Northern | ight- 
of-way that runs from Breckenridge to Foxhome. 


The corridor was scheduled for abandonment at the time of publication of the 1982 
North Country Trail Comprehensive Plan jor Management and Use. However, the 
Otter Tail Valley Railroad Authority, a short-line carrier, purchased it from Burlington 
Northern and currently runs trains on the right-of-way. Only a few shippers use the 
line; its economic viability is in question, according to Gordon Hydukovich, Director of 
Community Development in Fergus Falls. The line may again be abandoned at some 
future date. 


If the corridor is abandoned, the city of Fergus Falls may be interested in acquiring it 
for a trail. 











Minnesota 


3) Fergus Falls to Pelican Rapids. Otter Tail County 


Length of corridor: 21 miles 

Abandoned by: Burlington Northern Railroad 
Abandonment date: 24 September 1979 

ICC abandonment no.: AB-6 (Sub-No. 57) 

Current owners: Adjacent landowners 

Rank: 4 


Once owned by Great Northern Railroad, the Fergus Falls-to-Pelican Rapids corridor 
was abandoned by Burlington Northern Railroad Company. Since the abandonment, 
Burlington Northern sold portions of this corridor to at least 13 different parties. The 
majority of it is being farmed by adjacent landowners. 


Reportedly a beautiful corridor, it meanders along the Pelican River, crossing it six 
times. At the time of abando.ment Burlington Northern removed all bridges. 


The corridor was once of interest to both the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (MinnDNR) Trails and Waterways Division and the city of Fergus Falls. 
Unfortunately, the MinnDNR was focused on too many other trail projects, and at the 
time could find no local support for acquisition. The city missed the deadline for 
purchase of the corridor. Instead, a private individual bought it and immediately 
destroyed the trestle that connects the corridor to Fergus Falls. 


The towns of Fergus Falls and Pelican Rapids support a substantial tourist industry and 
seem interested in increasing their attraction as a tourist destination. Fergus Falls is 
especially taking steps to increase its trails and open space opportunities. However, 
because of the number of reversions and the six bridges that would have to be rebuilt, 
this particular corridor would not be ideal for inclusion in the designated route of the 
North County Trail. 














Michigan 


4) Nestoria to Bergland. Baraga County 


Length of corridor: 67 miles 

Abandoned by: Soo Line Railroad 

Abandonment date: 28 November 1980 

ICC abandonment no.:  AB-57 (Sub-No. 9) 

Current owner: Michigan Bell Telephone Company 

Rank: 4 fbut in future may be 1) 

The segment of interes: © tie NCT is the 17-mile section approximately between 


Watton and Craig Lake State Park. 


Soo Line, the original owner of the corridor, sold it to the Michigan Bell Telephone 
Company, which uses it for an underground fiber of.ics cable. Soo Line retained an 
aboveground easement which it sold to Wisconsin ‘‘<atral Railroad Company. The 
easement lasts as long as Wisconsin Central runs trains on the right-of-way. If the 
tracks are removed, or if Wisconsin Central fails to utilize the corridor for more than 
seven years, the ownership of the easement reverts to Michigan Bell. 


In October 1988, Wisconsin Central recommenced running trains on the corridor to 
serve the recently reopened White Pine Mine. According to the railroad company 
Wisconsin Central will continue to run trains as long as the mine remains open. 


At this time the Nestoria-to-Bergland corridor could not be used for a recreation trail 
unless some railroad/trail shared use could be arranged. However, it may be of 
interest in the future if the corridor is abandoned. At that time it would be an excellent 
candidate for the NCT. If and when the railroad abandons this right-of-way, it 
automatically reverts to Michigan Bell Telephone Company, which has already 
demonstrated a willingness to assist the state in trails acquisition. This corridor should 
be kept in mind for future possible acquisition. 
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Michigan 


5) Marquette to Munising. Marquette County 


Length of corridor: 42 miles 

Abandoned by: Lake Superior and Ishpeming Railroad 
Abandonment date: 1 March 1979 

ICC abandonment no.: AB-68 (Sub-No. 2) 

Current owners: Glen Rigden, adjacent landowners 
Rank: 4 


The segment of interest for the NCT is the six-mile section between Harvey and the 
Escanaba River State Forest. 


After determining that neither the state of Michigan nor Marquette County had an 
interest in the corridor, the Lake Superior and Ishpeming Railroad Company (LS&I) 
sold it in April, 1988, to Glen Rigden and James Thomas. 


Rigden purchased the majority of the right-of-way between Harvey and Lawson by quit- 
claim deed for $900. The adjacent landowners were upset with the purchase of the 
corridor, which they considered their owr, and contacted their State Representative, 
Dominick Jacobetti (R-108" District). At Rep. Jacobetti’s suggestion, LS&I returned the 
money it received for the corridor and requested that Rigden place the land into a trust 
for the adjacent owners. Rigden still owns the corridor but he has no immediate plans 
for development. He would be willing to donate the corridor to a responsible 
managing agency. He does not want liability for the corridor, and does not want to 
spend any money on it. 


However, the right-of-way is in questionable condition. Adjacent landowners have 
constructed barriers in a few places. At least two bridges were destroyed by LS&I to 
avoid liability. Approximately one-fifth of the corridor was sold by LS&I to other 
individuals. 


According to Richard Anderson, Superintendent of the Michigan Department of 
Transportation Railroad Real Estate Division, his agency conducted title research on 
this corridor, because at one point it was interested in purchasing the corridor. The 
agency found that only about 15% of the corridor (Marquette to Lawson) was in fact 
owned by LS&I Railroad. The rest consisted of easements over private property. 


Anderson also mentioned that Rep. Jacobetti some yeais ago convinced the MichDOT 


into researching the corridor for use as a snowmobile trail, because he thought his 
constituents would like it. He met with strong public opposition and dropped the idea. 
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Adjacent landowners were angry at the prospects of a snowmobile trail in their 
backyards. 


The city of Marquette is interested in bike route opportunities, and a bike trail is being 
developed to the southwest of the city. The Marquette-Lawson corridor does not seem 
to interest the city or its citizens because of the political climate and history of difficulty 
associated with the right-of-way. Also, given the large percentage of the corridor owned 
by multiple owners, and the sentiment of the adjacent landowners and _local 
representative, this corridor has low potential for acquisition for the NCT. 


Michigan 


C) Trout Lake to St. Ignace. Mackinac County 





Length of corridor: 27 miles 

Abandoned by: Soo Line Railroad 

Abandonment date: 29 October 1986 

ICC abandonment no.: AB-57 (Sub-No. 17) 

Current owner: Michigan Bell Telephone Company 
Rank: 1 


Soo Line, the former owner of this railroad right-of-way, was granted an abandonment 
for the corridor in 1986. Soo sold it to Michigan Bell Telephone Company which uses 
it for a fiber optics line, but retained an easement aboveground. The aboveground 
easement was eventually sold to Wisconsin Central Railroad Company and lasted as 
long as Wisconsin Central ran trains on it. However, now that the tracks are removed, 
ownership of the easement has reverted to Michigan Bell. One small portion of the 
corridor, a few hundred feet in St. Ignace, is owned by a private ferry company 
operating between St. Ignace and Mackinac Island. 


Both the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Forest Service are 
interested in the corridor. Currently the Forest Service is actively researching its 
potential to acquire the corridor, and is working with the city of St. Ignace on a trail 
plan. According to Jonathan Macks, attorney for Michigan Bell, the phone company is 
willing to sell the right-of-way to a public agency. 


The city of St. Ignace has an active Chamber of Commerce which may play a role in 
development of a trail there. The local municipalities and citizen groups are interested 
in trails opportunities and supportive of this acquisition. The community is also 
oriented to tourism and sees the advantage of trail development in the area. 


This corridor, although it does not follow precisely the designated route of the NCT, 
has high potential for addition to the trail. Given the strong state and local interest in 
the corridor and Michigan Bell’s demonstrated amenability to trails, this corridor will 
almost certainly be acquired and made available for trail development. 
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Trout Lake to St. Ignace, Mackinac County, Michigan 
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Michigan 


6) Mackinaw City to Petoskey. Emmet County 


Length of corridor: 35 miles 

Abandoned by: Michigan Northern Railroad 

Abandonment date: unknown 

Current owners: Michigan Bell Telephone Company, private individuals 
Rank: 1 


The entire Mackinaw City to Petoskey corridor was owned and abandoned by Michigan 
Northern Railroad Company. After abandonment, Michigan Northern sold it to the Soo 
Line, which later sold most of it to the Michigan Bell Telephone Company. Michigan 
Bell owns the corridor from Mackinaw City to Alanson (approximately 23 miles) and 
uses it for a fiber optics corridor. Michigan Bell is in the process of donating the 
corridor to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for trails use. Michigan Bell 
will keep a subsurface easement for its cable and will reserve the right to grant other 
easements, as long as they are compatible with trails use. 


The Mackinaw City to Alanson corridor is intact except in the towns of Brutus and 
Pellston (near the Pellston Airport). The Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MichDNR) foresees no problem with these short breaks which can be circumvented by 
using adjacent public roads. 


However, the corridor faces an unusual threat. The segment near the Pellston airport 
is owned by a man named Sam Brill who plans to construct billboards every 300 feet 
on the right-of-way. Both Emmet County and the Little Traverse Conservancy are 
involved in fighting Brill’s billboards. These two organizations favor recreational use 
for the corridor and want to work with the MichDNR to develop a trail. 


The three-mile segment between Odem and Bay View is owned by Robert Beard, who 
allows a private tourist railroad operator, Robert Carr, to run trains on it. Another 
organization called the Bay View Association owns the one-mile segment of the corridor 
between Bay View and the Petoskey city limits. Either the city of Petoskey or the state 
of Michigan owns the portion in the city. 


Although Carr is interested in establishing a dual use of tourist railway and foot trail 


along the corridor, he does not actually own the land. The property owner, MichDOT, 
is not in favor of the tourist railroad nor the shared use idea for this corridor. 
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Mackinaw City to Petoskey, Emmet County, Michigan 
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The tourist railroad will not be operating in Petoskey, as that portion of the track is 
being removed. After three major washouts on the right-of-way the state finds it 
uneconomical to keep repairing them. At this point the city is not interested in a 
shared use agreement for trains and trails. 


The Mackinaw City to Petoskey corridor is a highly valuable segment for the North 
Country Trail. Although only the northern portion of the corridor lies on the 
designated NCT route, the inclusion of this corridor in the trail plan would solve the 
difficulty of passing through the Mackinaw City section. Only a very few miles of the 
NCT exist in this area; the corridor could provide an alternative route between 
Mackinaw City and Petoskey, thus adding another 23 miles to the development of the 
NCT. At the very least it would provide a new spur trail that could reconnect with 
the main route of the NCT at Petoskey. 
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Michigan 


7) Traverse City to Thompsonville. Grand Traverse and Benzie Counties 


Length of corridor: 28 miles 

Abandoned by: C&O Railroad 

Abandonment date: 21 June 1981 

ICC abandonment no.: AB-18 (Sub-No. 33) 

Current owners: CSX Corporation, Michigan Department of Transportation, 
adjacent landowners 

Rank: 3 


The segment of interest for the NCT is the 17-mile section approximately between 
Grawn and Wallin. 


This right-of-way between Traverse City and Grawn is still in service. According to CSX 
Corporation, the Michigan Department of Transportation owns the corridor between 
Traverse City and Interlochen. Within these two endpoints, the MichDOT sold a 
portion (between Grawn and Interlochen) to adjacent landowners. 


CSX Corporation still owns the right-of-way from Interlochen to north of Wallin. The 
Corporation also owns the line south of Wallin to Thompsonville. 


The state of Michigan is not interested in pursuing trail development on this corridor 
because of its questionable ownership status (many reversions), and because of the lack 
of local interest. 


The strongest trail-oriented citizen group in Grand Traverse County is the Cherry 
Capital Cycling Club, based in Traverse City. However, the group is not willing to 
pursue a strenuous effort for this trail since its members are currently working on two 
other rail-trail efforts and feel they cannot take on an additional project at this time. 
(The two trail efforts include a rails-with-trails project between Traverse City and Acme 
and an abandoned right-of-way between Thompsonville and Frankfort.) 


Because of the lack of state, local agency and citizen interest in this corridor, it would 
not be recommended for inciusion in the NCT at this time. 
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Michigan 


D) Thompsonville to Frankfort. Benzie County 


Length of corridor: 22 miles 

Abandoned by: Ann Arbor Railroad 

Abandonment date: not officially abandoned; service discontinued 1985 
Current owner: Michigan Department of Transportation 

Rank: 1 


This corridor was unofficially abandoned by the Ann .\rbor Railroad under the Railroad 
Reorganization Act of 1973, the act that consolidated Penn Central and a number of 
other railroads under Conrail. The Ann Arbor Railroad rights-of-way were not 
incorporated into Conrail, but instead sold to the State of Michigan and managed for 
rail service for a number of years by the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MichDOT). 


The line has been out of service since 1985. Car ferry service from the boat landing 
in Frankfort was also discontinued. The MichDOT recently completed a review of the 
line and found it no longer suitable or profitable for rail service. 


According to the MichDOT, the state owns this corridor in fee simple--there are no 
reversionary rights by adjacent landowners to any portion of the right-of-way. MichDOT 
plans to landbank the corridor and eventually lease it to MichDNR for management as 
a trail. 


The Crystal Lake Property Owners Association and one powerful state legislator are 
strongly opposed to a trail along this right-of-way. The Property Owners Association 
is concerned because this corridor separates many lake front summer cottages from the 
shore of Crystal Lake. The owners involved want the corridor to revert to themselves, 
rather than to the state or any land developers. They also think they have rights to the 
land and will probably take the matter to court, if the state decides to create a trail on 
the corridor. 


Both the MichDOT and MichDNR support the idea of a trail and consider it the best 
use of the corridor. They are confident that the state’s claims to the right-of-way are 
solid. Local bicycling groups, especially the Cherry Capital Cycling Club, are 
supportive of a trail, as are many area residents. 


Since the NCT Comprehensive Plan includes a designated side trail to Lake Michigan, 
the Thompsonville to Frankfort corridor may be an ideal route to fulfill this goal. 
Given the strong public agency and citizen interest, this corridor would be highly 
recommended for inclusion in the NCT designated route. 
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Thompsonville to Frankfort, Benzie County, Michigan 
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Michigan 


E) Litchfield to Jonesville. Hillsdale County 





Length of corridor: 
Abandoned by: 
Abandonment date: 


Current owner: 
Rank: 


7 miles 

Hillsdale County Railroad 

not abandoned 

Michigan Department of Transportation 
4 


The Litchfield-to-Jonesville corridor is owned by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation and operated for freight service by the Hillsdale County Railroad 
Company. Hillsdale County Railroad considers it main line trackage and the railroad 
has no intentions of abandoning the corridor in the near future. This corridor could 
possibly be used for the NCT if a shared use arrangement could be worked out where 
the trail was constructed along the active railroad right-of-way. 
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Michigan and Ohio 


8) Adrian, Michigan to Napoleon, Ohio. Lenawee (Michigan), Fulton and 
Henry Counties (Ohio) 


Length of corridor: 31 miles 
Abandoned by: Detroit, Toledo and Ironton Railroad Company 
Abandonment dates: Adrian to Wauseon) 31 October 1978; Wauseon to Napoleon) 


17 September 1980 
ICC abandonment nos.: (1) AB-111; (2) AB-111 (Sub-No. 1) 
Current owners: Various 
Rank: 4 


The section of interest to the NCT is a 27-mile segment approximately between Seneca, 
Michigan and Napoleon, Ohio. 


The corridor is still in service between Adrian and Bimo in Michigan and owned by the 
Lenawee County Railroad Company. Lenawee County (the municipality, not the 
railroad) has no interest in acquiring the corridor for any purpose. In Fulton County 
the Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad (DT&I) sold (or allowed to revert) the majority 
of the corridor and most of it is now owned by adjacent farmers, although a few 
scattered wooded sections may still be available. 


The town of Wauseon, in Fulton County, purchased a two-mile segment within the city 
limits. Unofficially it is used as a running (and off-road vehicle) trail by local residents. 
When it was originally offered for sale the mayor of Wauseon wanted to purchase the 
entire corridor for a snowmobile trail. However, the city council voted him down and 
purchased the two miles only. The city plans to construct a road on the corridor. The 
northern section goes through the industrial side of town; the southern part is wooded 
and reportedly quite pretty. 


The section of the corridor through Henry County was sold or reverted to adjacent 
farmers. It is completely broken up and has been farmed for years. (Interestingly, the 
city of Napoleon is looking to purchase a section of a different abandoned railroad 
within the Napoleon city limits. The total length of acquisition is approximately two 
miles, running east-west through the city.) 


Given the condition of fragmented ownership of the corridor, this right-of-way would 
not be recommended for inclusion along the NCT. With great effort rights-of-way could 
be granted through these farm communities, but energy would be better spent in 
discovering and developing a more viable trail route along another corridor of land, 
possibly a different railroad right-of-way. 


21 











Ohio 


9) Troy to Springfield. Miami and Clark Counties 


Length of corridor: 25 miles 

Abandoned by: Penn Central Railroad 
Abandonment date: 1 April 1977 

Current owners: Various 

Rank: 3 


This corridor was a Penn Central line, abandoned when Conrail took over Penn 
Central’s corridors. Conrail decided not to acquire it; therefore, any land not sold off 
at this point remains as Penn Central property. All tracks have been removed along the 
entire right-of-way. 


Penn Central sold most of the railroad corridor to adjacent landowners. The town of 
New Carlisle purchased a one-mile section in the center of town specifically for a 
potential bike path. CSX Corporation purchased the portion of the corridor within the 
city limits of Troy and later abandoned about one quarter of it. The remaining 75 
percent has probably not been officially abandoned, but tracks were removed. 


Miami County examined the corridor several years ago for a potential bike trail, but 
decided against pursuing it. Completing the Little Miami Scenic Park to Springfield was 
a higher priority and the county felt it could not do both. 


Now neither Miami nor Clark County is interested in the corridor because it is too 
fragmented. A major bridge over the Miami River and bridges over a few "substantial 
creeks" were removed. These bodies of water could not be crossed without replacing 
the bridges. 


Although this corridor has been described by the National Park Service as the number 
one rail-trail priority for the NCT, much more work will need to be done before it 
could be considered a viable trail segment opportunity. At the very least, an active 
citizens group in the area needs to become involved in the effort. It would have to 
become an acquisition priority for Miami and Clark Counties, or a priority for the 
state. However, given the questionable ownership status of the line, the state would 
likely need to condemn portions to acquire the entire corridor. 
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Ohio 


10) Springfield to Roxanna. Clark and Greene Counties 


Length of corridor: 19 miles 
Abandoned by: Conrail 
Abandonment dates: (1) 6 August 1984; (2) 27 June 1986 


ICC abandonment nos.: (1) AB-167 (Sub-No. 883); (2) AB-167 (Sub-No. 948) 
Current owners: Various 
Rank: 1 


Penn Central Railroad discontinued service on this right-of-way in the 1960s. It was 
later acquired by Conrail and abandoned in 1986. 


The city of Springfield, in Clark County, has already purchased two and a half miles 
of this corridor. The first mile was acquired and developed by city Community 
Development Block Grant funds. It was paved and opened July 4, 1988. As this 
section is relatively short, it is used almost exclusively as a walking trail by Springfield 
residents. The next mile and a half in Springfield was developed with Federal Highway 
Administration money and opened by mid-summer of 1989. Portions of both the 
completed bike path and the section in progress follow city streets where right-of-way 
acquisition was not possible. The Springfield Park Board will be in charge of 
management and maintenance of the completed two and a half mile trail. 


Initially, Clark County had very little commitment to developing bike paths, but the 
success of the Little Miami Scenic Park, from Loveland to Morrow, sparked increased 
interest and support for the idea. The Clark County Freewheelers, a local bicycle 
group, was formed to promote the bike path and played an active role in developing 
the Springfield portion of the trail. 


Clark County is moving very slowly on acquisition and development of the remaining 
corridor between Springfield and the Greene County line. The county’s acquisition and 
development of this corridor must be approved by the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) which administers the Federal Highway Administration Funds. 
Before ODOT approves acquisition, the County must complete an environmental 
assessment of the proposed trail, the writing of which takes an estimated two years to 
complete. In preparation for writing the environmental assessment, the ODOT will 
conduct a study to compare the cost-efficiency of various trail options: 1) building the 
trail on the abandoned right-of-way, 2) building it on expanded street bike lanes, or 3) 
a combination of the above two options. Given the environmental assessment process, 
Clark County is still at least 3-5 years away from linking its portion of the trail to the 
city of Springfield and to Greene County. 
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The 10.6-mile Yellow Springs to Xenia section of the right-of-way is owned by Greene 
County, the Village of Yellow Springs and the City of Xenia. A trail will be built by the 
Greene County Bike Path Project, in coordination with the Ohio Department of 
Transportation and using Federal Highway Administration funds. Greene County’s 
portion is moving more quickly than Clark County’s because the corridor was already 
in public ownership. Currently Greene County is working on finalizing the engineering 
plans for the trail, which will be submitted to the ODOT for approval in early 1989. 
The Greene County Park District, in cooperation with City of Xenia and Village of 
Yellow Springs, will manage the corridor as the Xenia to Yellow Springs Bike Path. 


The right-of-way between Xenia and Roxanna is owned by Conrail and under 
negotiation with the ODNR to acquire for trail use. In Xenia, the trail will temporarily 
follow city streets until acquisition decisions are finalized. The ODNR has already 
received funding to design and engineer this portion of the bike path. 


The entire corridor will eventually become an extension of the Litthe Miami Scenic 


Park. Both Clark and Greene Counties will apply for designation as an official segment 
of the NCT. 


24 











Springfield to Roxanna, Clark and Greene Counties, Ohio 
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Ohio and Pennsylvania 


11) Signal, Ohio to New Galilee, Pennsylvania (with a spur line from 
Fredericktown to Negley, Ohio). Columbiana (Ohio) and Beaver Counties 





(Pennsylvania) 

Length of corridors: 16 miles 

Abandoned by: Youngstown and Southern Railroad (Pittsburgh and Lake Erie 
Railroad) 

Abandonment date: unknown 

Current owner: Youngstown and Southern Railroad (Pittsburgh and Lake Erie 
Railroad) 

Rank: 2 


The two segments of interest to the NCT are Fredericktown, Ohio, to Cannelton, 
Pennsylvania, and Darlington to New Galilee, Pennsylvania. Together, these corridors 
amount to approximately 14 miles on the former Youngstown and Southern Railroad 
(Y&S). Y&S is now owned by the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad Company (P&LE). 


The spur line from Fredericktown to Negley is not currently in use, but the tracks are 
still in place. P&LE had hoped to sell the entire line to another railroad company, 
which would continue to run trains on the corridor. However, P&LE is also in the 
process of negotiating with three parties for the sale of the line. The Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Natural Areas and Preserves is competing with 
two private individuals for the purchase of this corridor. 


Fredericktown to Negley is part of the Smithferry Branch, which runs from Negley 
south through Fredericktown to the Ohio River. The last train ran on this line in 1957; 
today the tracks are still in place, but in very poor condition. The corridor boasts, 
among other things, a 1/4-mile trestle 150 feet high, a tunnel, and a few other small 
bridges, all intact. 


The ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves is committed to negotiating for the 
Fredericktown to Negley portion of the corridor. The state would like to incorporate 
the right-of-way into the Little Beaver Creek Scenic River Project. The Little Beaver 
Creek is a designated Scenic River--the corridor would be purchased for riverbank 
preservation. A primitive hiking trail would then be developed and_ ultimately 
designated as an official section of the North Country Trail. The state reports that the 
right-of-way has the qualities of a state nature preserve and should be protected. 


More than a year ago ODNR appraised the property and approached P&LE with an 


offer to buy the corridor. At that time the railroad company was not interested in 
selling the corridor to the state. Later P&LE opened the corridor for bids, and the 
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state again made an offer. Since then the two parties have been tied up in negotiations. 
The state seems confident that it will ultimately acquire the corridor. 


The town of Fredericktown has developed a strong historic identity. One of two 
proposals for running a tourist railroad would incorporate the historic aspect of the 
Fredericktown to Darlington line, as well as other railroad corridors in the vicinity (it 
could possibly include the Darlington to New Galilee corridor as well). It is too early 
to tell whether any proposed plan would include or preclude a non-motorized trail. 


The portion of the line from Negley to Cannelton is still in use by P&LE, and 
considered main line trackage. 


The Darlington to New Galilee corridor was acquired by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Highways, which built a road on the right-of-way. The only possibility for a trail on 
this corridor is to build it on the highway right-of-way in cooperation with the 
Department of Highways. Currently the Department of Highways does not consider 
bicycle path construction a priority for this segment. 
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Pennsylvania 


12) Dudley to Knox. Clarion and Armstrong Counties 


Length: 22 miles 

Abandoned by: B&O Railroad 

Abandonment date: 15 August 1980 

ICC abandonment nos.: AB-19 (Sub-No. 48) 

Current owners: CSX Corporation, adjacent landowners 
Rank: 2 


The segment of special interest to the NCT is the northeasterly 15-mile section between 
Parker and Knox. 


This right-of-way was abandoned by B&O Railroad and now may be owned in part by 
CSX Corporation -- ownership is still unclear. At the time of abandonment Clarion 
County tried to acquire the corridor for trail development but was unsuccessful. 
Armstrong County did not pursue its portion of the corridor for any purposes. 


The corridor is still intact, except for a 1/4-mile section that is owned and strip-mined 
by the C&K Coal Company. CSX claims it owns the entire remaining segments of the 
right-of-way, but there is reason to believe that adjacent landowners may hold some 
claim to the corridor. 


When Clarion County originally tried to acquire the corridor, local citizens generally 
favored the idea of a trail. The county has since invested a lot of money into 
improvements along the right-of-way. For example, the county is working with the Soil 
Conservation Service to complete a waterfowl refuge next to the right-of-way. The 
county may also build a 300-400 acre lake/reservoir nearby to improve the county’s 
water supply. 


Clarion County went so far as to hire a consulting firm to work with the railroad on 
acquisition of the corridor, but the firm could not uncover much concrete information 
about ownership. About 75 homeowners came forth to claim sections adjacent to their 
properties. CSX still asserts that it owns most of the corridor, but refuses to send the 
county any title information. In fact, when Charles Bright, the County engineer, 
requested information about ownership, the railroad informed him that they make it 
their policy to "not make the type of information [he]...requested available. Should the 
county desire to make its highest and best cash offer for the portion of the corridor 
from Foxburg to Knox, [CSX] would be glad to consider it with [its] quality of title in 
mind." 
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The railroad company acquired much of the right-of-way by easement only. The county 
thinks it would have to condemn these properties for trail development, which it cannot 
afford to do, politically or economically. However, in Pennsylvania the reversionary 
rights may apply only to the original owners, which means that most of the land in 
question may not belong to the current adjacent owners at all. (The same situation 
arose with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources when the state 
wanted to acquire the Oil City to East Bradley right-of-way.) 


None of the landowners has developed the corridor (except for the quarter-mile quit- 
claimed and strip-mined by C&K Coal Company). There seems to be local interest in 
a trail. A sample of landowners was asked whether they would allow the right-of-way 
to be used for trail, and most said they would allow it. Citizen groups in this area 
consist primarily of hunting and fishing clubs. Pittsburgh contributes some tourism for 
other recreation activities. 


This corridor would be a good possibility for acquisition for the NCT. Clarion County 
has demonstrated the interest and willingness to pursue a trail effort for this corridor, 
but difficulties with ownership status are impeding the county’s efforts. The county will 
also need the support of a strong local citizen organization and the adjacent landowners 
to assist in its efforts. 
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New York 


13) Cortland to Canastota. Madison County 


Length of Corridor: 50 miles 

Abandoned by: Lehigh Valley Railroad 

Abandonment date: 20 September 1970 

ICC abandonment no.: _—_‘ Finance Docket #24193 

Current owners: New York State, Cazenovia Preservation Foundation, adjacent 
landowners 

Rank: 1 


The segment of interest to the NCT runs from Cazenovia to Canastota, totalling 11 
miles. 


The Cazenovia Preservation Foundation owns a section of the corridor between 
Cazenovia and Bingley. The Foundation, in cooperation with the New York State 
Civilian Conservation Corps and funded by the New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP), developed a recreation trail on the right- 
of-way. The trail is open to all non-motorized users and already is very popular in the 
local community. 


OPRHP owns right-of-way segments from Bingley to Perryville Falls and from Sullivan 
to Lincoln. Parts are used unofficially as a recreation trail and maintained either by 
the state or (more likely) by nearby trail enthusiasts. Other portions are being 
encroached on by adjacent homeowners and businesses, especially where the railroad 
corridor crosses highway rights-of-way. The majority of the state-owned segments are 
badly overgrown. 


The corridor is divided between Perryville and Sullivan by a few large, privately-owned 
farms. The farmers have plowed across the corridor and incorporated the right-of-way 
into their fields. According to the local residents, these farmers are opposed to trail 
development, even as an easement over their land. However, state roads could be used 
for a short distance to bypass these farms. 


Between Lincoln and Canastota much of the corridor has been obliterated by adjacent 
landowners. A new town highway is planned for the segment closest to Canastota. 


Overall, the corridor bed is in good condition. Two culverts and one bridge need to 
be replaced. One culvert has been destroyed and a 100 to 150-foot gully has formed 
that would need to be spanned. The other culvert was partly destroyed by a flood, and 
could be further washed out in the future. 
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Cortland to Canastota, Madison County, New York 
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The State Office of Parks does not consider development of its portion of the corridor 
a high priority at this time. However, since two miles of the corridor are already 
developed as a trail and the majority of the remaining right-of-way is in state ownership, 
this corridor could be a strong possibility for designation as an official NCT route at 
some future date, if pressure were to be exerted on the state to make development of 
this corridor a higher priority. 


Already the Cazenovia Preservation Foundation envisions its two-mile trail to one day 


extend at least to the Chittenango State Park. A further link to Canastota, along the 
state-owned portion, is within reach. 
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New York 


F) Remsen to Lake Placid. Oneida, Herkimer, Hamilton, Lawrence, Franklin 
and Essex Counties 


Length of corridor: 118 miles 

Abandoned by: Penn Central Railroad 

Abandonment date: 6 July 1972 

ICC abandonment no.: Finance Docket #26567 

Current owner: New York Department of Transportation 
Rank: 1 


This corridor was abandoned under ICC procedures by Penn Central Railroad in 1972. 
The state of New York purchased it from Penn Central and granted the Adirondack 
Railway Company a 30-year lease. The Adirondack Railway ran trains to Lake Placid 
during the 1980 Winter Olympics, but filed for bankruptcy that same year. 


The New York Department of Transportation (NYDOT) offered to purchase the 
Adirondack Railway Company’s only asset, its 30-year lease, but was turned down by 
the New York bankruptcy court. Instead, an auction was held in November 1988 for 
sale of the lease to the highest bidder. Ultimately NYDOT and the New York 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) combined forces and outbid all other 
interested parties, offering $210,000 for the entire 118-mile corridor: NYDEC 
contributed $185,000 from state environmental quality bond act money, and NYDOT 
contributed $25,000. NYDEC will most likely be appointed the managing agency for the 
corridor. W.G. Ives, Chief of the Preservation Protection and Management Division, 
predicts that the NYDEC will manage the corridor for recreational purposes. 


New York conservation groups have not been indifferent to the outcome of the battle 
for this railroad corridor -- and not all are enthusiastic about it. Abandonment has led 
to a unique controversy, with some trails enthusiasts finding themselves on opposite 
sides of the fence. For example, the Adirondack Mountain Club has long advocated the 
use of this corridor for a trail, but the New York chapter of the Sierra Club is opposed 
to any trail that would invite more people to what they see as the already 
"overcrowded" Adirondack Park and its overused trail system. 


The Adirondack Council supports the concept of a trail on the Remsen-to-Lake Placid 
line, and proposed its views in a position statement published in January, 1989. The 
Council, concerned with the potential conflict between adjacent wilderness areas and 
trail designation along the corridor, proposes classifying and integrating the line 
according to the management units of adjacent lands rather than considering the entire 
118-mile corridor a single management unit. 
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This corridor constitutes an outstanding opportunity for the NCT to traverse the 
Adirondack Park. Although it does not lie on the designated route of the NCT, 
inclusion of this line would be highly valuable addition. The Remsen-to-Lake Placid 
corridor should be seriously considered as an alternative to the route described in the 
1982 Comprehensive Management Plan for the NCT. 
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Remsen to Lake Placid, Adirondack State Park, Part 1 of 3 
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Remsen to Lake Placid, Adirondack State Park, Part 2 of 3 
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Remsen to Lake Placid, Adirondack State Park, Part 3 of 3 
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Conclusion 


Of the 19 railroad corridors analyzed in this study, six (totalling 220 miles in length) 
received an excellent rating and could become designated sections of the North Country 
Trail. These corridors include some of the most exciting rail-trail opportunities in the 
nation. 


One of the most recent rail corridor acquisitions and one of the "excellent" prospects 
for the North Country Trail is a 118-mile line through the Adirondack Mountains from 
Remsen to Lake Placid, N.Y. This corridor was tied up in bankruptcy proceedings for 
over a year, but was purchased by the State of New York in November 1988, and could 
become one of America’s longest wilderness rail-trails. 


Through the cooperation of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and the 
Michigan Bell Telephone Company, the State of Michigan will soon develop another 
rail-trail that could be incorporated into the NCT. A 23-mile right-of-way between 
Mackinaw City and Alanson is in the process of being donated to the State by the 
telephone company, in exchange for an easement to run an underground fiber optics 
line. 


In fact, Michigan seems to be bursting with rail-trail opportunities. The state is also 
interested in acquiring two other corridors near the NCT proposed route: a 27-mile rail 
corridor in the Upper Peninsula between St. Ignace and Trout Lake; and a 22-mile 
potential NCT spur trail to Lake Michigan between Thompsonville and Frankfort on the 
western side of the state. 


An abandoned rail corridor in Ohio between Springfield and Roxanna was identified as 
a strong candidate for the North Country Trail and a possible extension of the NCT- 
designated Little Miami Scenic Park. The study found a 1.5 mile section of trail already 
completed in the city of Springfield. Both Greene and Clark Counties plan to extend 
the Springfield trail to meet the celebrated Little Miami trail in the near future. 


The beginnings of another potential rail-trail on an abandoned corridor exists between 
Cazenovia and Canastota in central New York. With the help of a local youth group, 
a private preservation foundation in Cazenovia has completed the first two miles of the 
trail. The rest of the state-owned corridor may become an extension of this popular 
local trail. 
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The three "fair" prospects for North Country Trail designation, totalling 57 miles in 
Minnesota, Ohio and Pennsylvania, are not currently slated for trail development but 
could be included in the future. These segments could also provide vital links in areas 
needing NCT designation. Minnesota’s abandoned right-of-way between Breckenridge 
and Foxhome offers a possible connection between Minnesota and North Dakota, and 
could encourage acquisition and development of the North Country Trail in North 
Dakota. 


Perhaps the most exciting outcome of this study is the discovery of many on-the-ground 
trail efforts by local communities. What was once only a conceptual trail described on 
paper has grown into a national scenic trail. Opportunity to build numerous missing 
sections of the NCT on abandoned rail corridors may be the most important new 
development since designation of its first miles. 


The emerging success of community rail-trail projects along the NCT demonstrates the 
power of a national vision when it is combined with local dedication to build a trail. 
The North Country Trail Association and other citizen groups focusing on the NCT 
should be especially applauded for their efforts. The ongoing work of these groups 
combined with the enthusiasm of local planners -- and the availability of abandoned 
railroad corridors -- promise to make eventual completion of the North Country 
National Scenic Trail a reality. 


If you have information that may help secure one of these former rail corridors for use 
as part of the North Country Trail -- or if you would like to participate in thelping 
protect and develop future segments of the trail -- contact any of the following groups 
and agencies: 

North Country Trail Association 

PO Box 311 

White Cloud, Michigan 49349 

(616) 689-1912 


Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 

Suite 300, 1400 16th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C., 20036 

(202) 797-5400 


Trails Program Manager 

National Park Service, Midwest Region 
PO Box 5463 

Madison, Wisconsin 53705-0463 
(608) 833-2788 


National Trail System Branch 

National Park Service, Recreation Resources Assistance Division 
PO Box 37127 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

(202) 343-3780 
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Appendices 


Appendix A, Task Descriptions, describes the elements of the cooperative agreement 
between the National Park Service and the Rails to Trails Conservancy, Inc., and gives 
an indication of how they were accomplished to produce this report. 


Appendix B, Contacts, By State, lists the persons in each of the six NCT states 
which have rail-trail opportunities who provided information about the 19 abandoned 
corridors involved in this study. 


Appendix C, Railroad Company Contacts, lists the names and addresses of the 
railroad companies involved in the abandonment of each of the 19 corridors researched 
in the study. Where possible, contact persons were also provided. It should be noted 
that the addresses of the railroad companies may not always correspond to the state in 
which the abandoned corridor lies. 
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Appendix A -- Task Descriptions 


Task 1. 


Analyze the status, condition, and current ownership of 13 [later 19] abandoned 
railroad corridors along the North Country Trail. 


With the aid of maps provided in the NPS North Country Trail Comprehensive 
Management Plan and the Rand McNally Handy Railroad Atlas of the United States, 
each of the 13 (and later 19) corridors were located. The identitiy of the railroad 
companies which owned these abandoned lines was also determined from these maps, 
where possible. In the event that a railroad company no longer existed, the new 
owners were identified. 


In many cases, the corridors of interest to the National Park Service were actually 
segments of longer abandonments. Ultimately the longer, complete corridors were used 
to identify the abandoned lines and to collect information from the Interstate Commerce 
Commission (ICC). The ICC provided microfiche documents on each abandoned 
corridor, once the proper endpoints and railroad company were determined. 


Although each corridor was assumed to be officially abandoned, preliminary calls to 
local agencies indicated that some corridors were still open for rail service. Generally 
if the railroad company had sold the right-of-way to a short-line carrier, the right-of- 
way continued to be operated for freight service (a right-of-way may be approved for 
abandonment by the ICC but not actually taken out of freight service). As the ICC only 
keeps records of corridors until they are abandoned, other sources were needed to 
complete the details of post-abandonment transactions. 


The real estate division of each railroad company was contacted by phone and letter. 
The company was asked to provide information about the ownership status of the 
corridor and the condition of all railroad-related structures, such as bridges, trestles, 
culverts and tunnels. 


The state departments of natural resources and departments of transportation were 
also contacted, as well as regional, county and municipal planning offices and park and 
recreation agencies. Trail advocates in the area were contacted, especially in cases 
where agencies provided limited information about the corridor. Reports on the 
physical condition of the corridor were also gathered, primarily at the local level. 
County agencies provided information on specific details, such as whether the tracks 
were still in place, whether the corridor was still visible, contiguous and clear, or 
whether it had been broken up and sold. Field investigations were not feasible during 
this period of analysis. 
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The actual ownership status was often difficult to establish. Railroad companies usually 
did not reveal whether they owned the corridor outright or had merely been granted 
an easement to use the corridor, sometimes more than 100 years ago. Commonly the 
ownership status of the line could only be determined if the railroad company had sold 
the corridor to another party, such as a state agency or a utility company. 


Task 2. 


Identify the major issues surrounding each corridor and recommend strategies for 
converting potential corridors to segments of the North Country Trail. 


The political climate of each corridor was assessed by returning for further information 
to the state and local agencies and citizen groups. Contacts provided anecdotal 
estimations as to whether the corridor "would make a good trail." Some factors 
included: scenic quality of the right-of-way, accessibility for public use, and whether 
the public already used it (even informally) as a trail. The most important information 
gathered at this stage was the level of interest in a rail-trail effort by state, local, and 
citizen agencies or organizations. Current trail-related activities were investigated, such 
as the presence of an active rail-trail group focused on the corridor, or the appearance 
of the right-of-way in a state trail plan. 


Each corridor was then ranked for its potential of becoming a rail-trail and a designated 
segment of the North Country Trail route. The corridors were divided into four 
categories: 

excellent 

fair 

low 

= very low 


1 
2 
3 
4 
If the corridor was actively supported by an agency and at least one strong local citizen 
group, and was in public ownership it was considered an "excellent" potential trail 


segment. Often a trail plan already exists for the corridor, and in some cases sections 
of trail have already been built. 


A right-of-way still relatively intact, in a community supportive of a rail-trail program, 
was considered to have "fair" potential. These corridors are usually located in 
communities with no organized trail effort, but where interest in the idea of a rail-trail 
has been indicated by both a citizen group and a local agency. 


A designation of "low' potential was assigned to those corridors lacking any local 
involvement or interest as well as those whose continuity has been destroyed by 
encroachment or possession by adjacent landowners. 
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If a corridor was still owned and operated by a railroad company it was considered to 
have "very low' potential for becoming a rail-trail. The right-of-way was also assigned 
the lowest rank if it was completely broken up into individual landowner parcels, or 
if connections over roads and waterways had been destroyed. 


Task 3. 


Submit a report to the NPS based on the data and information gathered and 
analyzed. 


Final telephone calls and follow-up correspondences were completed. Maps were 


created for the six corridors that attained "excellent" ranking status. A draft report was 
prepared and submitted for NPS review before publication. 
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Appendix B -- Contacts By State 


North Dakota: Gary Barreth 
Planning Division, North Dakota State Highway Department 
600 East Boulevard, Bismarck, ND 58505-0700 
(701) 224-2513 


Roman Berg 

Richland County Planning Board 
Route 1, Box 1, Wahpeton, ND 58075 
(701) 642-1629 


Pam Dryer 

North Dakota Department of Parks and Recreation 
Pinehurst Office Park 

1424 West Century Avenue #202, Bismarck, ND 58501 
(701) 224-4887 


John Mielke 

Public Service Commission 

State Capitol, Bismarck, ND 58505 
(701) 224-4082 


Jim Sullivan 

Barnes County Parks and Recreation 
P.O. Box 422, Valley City, ND 58072 
(701) 845-3294 


Minnesota: Chris Bredlow 
North Country Trail Association 
1115 North Shore Drive, Detroit Lakes, Minn. 56501 
(218) 847-7357 


Dan Collins 

Trails and Waterways Unit, Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Street, St. Paul, Minn. 55146 

(612) 296-6048 


Bob Djupstrom 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Scientific and Natural Areas Program 

Box 7500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, Minn. 55155 
(612) 297-2357 
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Michigan: 
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Gordon Hydukovich 

Community Development Director, City of Fergus Falls 

City Hall, 112 West Washington, Fergus Falls, Minn. 56537 
(218) 739-2251 


Isaac McCrary 

Minnesota Department of Transportation 

Room 810, Transportation Building, St. Paul, Minn. 55155 
(612) 296-1611 


Richard Anderson 

Real Estate Division, Michigan Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 30050, Lansing, Mich. 48909 

(517) 373-2132 


Tom Bailey and Marilyn Smith 

Little Traverse Conservancy 

3264 Powell Road, Harbor Springs, Mich. 49740 
(616) 347-0991 


Wes Boyd 

North Country Trail Association 

14845 Rome Road, Manitou Beach, Mich. 49253 
(517) 547-7402 


Roger Brower 

Bureau of Transportation Planning, Michigan Department of 
Transportation 

P.O. Box 30050, Lansing, Mich. 48909 

(517) 373-3335 


Robert Carr 
P.O. Box 171, Petoskey, Mich. 49770 
(616) 347-8200 


Larry Deck 

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, Michigan Chapter 
3050 Lorraine, Ann Arbor, Mich. 48108 
(313) 971-7741 


Ken Dorman 

Honorable Dominick Jacobetti 

P.O. Box 277, Houghton, Mich. 49931 
(906) 482-3184 (w) 








Peter Garwood 

Benzie County Planning Department 

Government Center, 448 Court Place, Beulah, Mich. 49617 
(616) 882-9671 


Gary Heckman 

City Manager 

396 North State Street, St. Ignace, Mich. 49781 
(906) 643-9671 


Dennis Kent 

Michigan Dept. of Transportation, Bureau of Transp. Planning 
P.O. Box 30050, Lansing, Mich. 48909 

(517) 373-3335 


Charles Lockwood 

Lenawee County Commissioner 

Lenawee County Railroad 

708 East Michigan Street, Adrian, Mich. 49221 
(317) 263-9544 


Jonathan Macks 

Michigan Bell Telephone 

Room 1750, 444 Michigan Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 48226 
(313) 223-8002 


Marquette County Resource Management and Development Dept. 
County Courthouse, Marquette, Mich. 49855 
(906) 228-1535 


Darlene Plan 

Baraga County Tourism Department 
Box 556, Baraga, Mich. 49908 
(906) 524-7444 


Glen Rigden 

Racine Realty 

706 Chippewa Square, Suite 103, Marquette, Mich. 49855 
(906) 228-6511 


Jim Roche 

Bureau of Transportation Planning, Michigan Department of 
Transportation 

P.O. Box 30050, Lansing, Mich. 48909 

(517) 373-3336 
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Ohio: 
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Dean Sandell 

Forest Management Division, Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 30028, Lansing, Mich. 48909 

(517) 373-1275 


Larry Skendzel 
Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce 
508 Bloomfield, Traverse City, Mich. 49684 


June Thaden 

Cherry Capital Cycling Club 

520 Highland Drive, Traverse City, Mich. 49684 
(616) 922-1063 


Robert Tyler 

Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources, Forest Management Division 
P.O. Box 30028, Lansing, Mich. 48909 

(517) 335-3339 or 373-1275 


Roger William 

Director of Planning, Grand Traverse County Planning Department 
P.O. Box 552, Traverse City, Mich. 49685-0552 

(616) 922-4676 


Charles Brandewie 

Miami County Planning and Zoning Department 
201 West Main Street, Troy, Ohio 45373 

(513) 332-6997 


Steve Brown 

Fulton County Planning Department 

Courthouse, B-6, 210 South Fulton Street, Wauseon, Ohio 42567 
(419) 337-9214 


Jerry Cline 

Real Estate Division, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
1889 Fountain Square, Columbus, Ohio 43224 

(614) 265-6386 


Charles E. Dressler 

Greene County Park District 

651 Dayton-Xenia Road, Xenia, Ohio 45385 
(513) 376-7441 











Emily S. Gregor 

Buckeye Trail Association 

6502 Olde York Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44130 
(216) 884-0281 


Arthur Haddad 

Director of Public Works, City of Troy 

100 South Market Street, Troy, Ohio 45373 
(513) 335-1725 


Steve Lankenau 

Mayor, City of Napoleon 

P.O. Box 151, Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-4010 


Wanda Large 

Ohio Department of Transportation 

1600 West Broad Street, Room 225, Columbus, Ohio 43223 
(614) 224-4082 


Mary Lee 

Greene County Park District 

651 Dayton-Xenia Road, Xenia, Ohio 45385 
(513) 376-7441 


Stuart Lewis 

Scenic River Program, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
1889 Fountain Square, Columbus, Ohio 43224 

(614) 265-6460 


John Sanderson 

Public Works Department 

230 Clinton Street, Wauseon, Ohio 42567 
(419) 335-9871 


Jerry Schonhut 

Director, Columbiana County Department of Economic Development 
130 West Maple Street, Lisbon, Oh. 44432 

(216) 424-9078 


Tomi Spyker 

North Country Trail Association 

7040 Africa Road, Galena, Ohio 43021 
(614) 882-8023 
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Pennsylvania: 


New York: 
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Larry Sunningberg 

Henry County Engineering Department 

660 North Perry Street, Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-2976 


Walter A. Szczesney 

Clark County-Springfield Transportation Coordinating Committee 
City Hall, 76 East High Street, Springfield, Ohio 45502 

(513) 324-7751 


Charles Bright 

Clarion County Engineering Department 
Courthouse, Clarion, Pa. 16214 

(814) 226-4000 


Ken Burkholder 

Bureau of State Parks, Pa. Department of Environmental Resources 
P.O. Box 1467, Harrisburg, Pa. 17120 

(717) 783-3312 


Richard Kinast 

Pennsylvania Department of Highways 

875 Green Tree Road, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15220 
(412) 937-4790 


William Lawrence 

Beaver County Planning Commission 
Courthouse, Beaver, Pa. 15009 
(412) 728-5700 


Harold Nanovic 

Program Center, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
917 Transportation and Safety Building, Harrisburg, Pa. 17120 
(717) 787-3432 


Paul Papovich 

Chippewa Exxon 

2603 Constitution Blvd., Beaver Falls, Pa. 15010 
(412) 847-3960 (w) or 846-0992 (h) 


Richard Beamish 

Adirondack Council 

Box D-2, Elizabethtown, NY 12932 
(518) 891-1080 








Charles Clusen 

Adirondack Council 

Box D-2, Elizabethtown, NY 12932 
(518) 873-2240 


W.G. Ives, Jr. 

Preserve Protection and Management 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12233 


Walter Medwid and Robert O. Linck 
Adirondack Mountain Club 

174 Glen Street, Glens Falls, NY 12801-3526 
(518) 793-7737 


Jack Miller 

Madison County Office of Planning 

Madison Co. Office Building, P.O. Box 606, Wampsville, NY 13163 
(315) 366-2376 


John S. Patane 

Canastota Canal Town Corp. (Museum) 
Canal Street, Canastota, NY 13032 
(315) 697-3451 


John Potter 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Central Region 

Jamesville, NY 13078 

(315) 492-1756 


Tom Reimers 

North Country Trail Association 

3C Wildflower Drive, Ithaca, NY 14850 
(607) 253-3900 (w) or 272-8679 (h) 


Dorothy W. Riester 
Cazenovia Preservation Foundation 
P.O. Box 266, Cazenovia, NY 13035 


Charles Tucker 

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation, Right-of-Way Department 
Floor DG, 300 Erie Boulevard, West, Syracuse, NY 13202 
(315) 474-1511 
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Appendix C — Railroad Company Contacts 


Roy Schwinghammer 

Glacier Park Corporation [Burlington Northern Railroad] 
2000 Foshay Tower 

812 Marquette Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minn. 55402 
(612) 782-3003 


John Sandefur, Director of Field Services 
Consolidated Rail Corporation 
Six Penn Center Plaza, Philadelphia, Pa. 19103 


Tom Wrigley, Manager of Property Management 
Grand Trunk Western Railroad Company 
131 W. Lafayette Blvd., Detroit, Mich. 48226 
(313) 237-4646 


Hillsdale County Railroad Company 
50 Monroe Street, Hillsdale, Mich. 49242 
(517) 439-1434 


Larry Zedunek, Engineering Department 

Lake Superior and Ishpeming Railroad Company 
105 East Washington Street, Marquette, Mich. 49855 
(906) 475-7816 


Charles Lockwood 

Lenawee County Railroad Company, Inc. 
701 East Michigan Street, Adrian, Mich. 49221 
(517) 263-9544 


Terry Lee or Janet Gilbert 

Wisconsin Central Railroad Company 
P.O. Box 5062, Rosemont, Ill. 60017-5062 
(312) 318-4600 


Spencer Wendelin 

Youngstown and Southern Railroad 
2310 Grant Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219 
(412) 288-9660 
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A pocket guide to twelve of the country’s best trails created from abandoned 
railroad corridors. 


Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 1989, 4th Edition 
A Guide to America’s Rail-Trails, $7.50 ($5 for RTC members) postpaid. 
A listing of all converted rail-trails in the United States, including the length, 
endpoints, surfacing material, types of use allowed and number of users (where 
known), plus the name, address and telephone number of the trail’s manager. 


Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 1989 
Great Rail Trails of the Great Lakes, $3.95 ($2.95 for RTC members) postpaid. 
A pocket guide to twelve special rail-trails offering public access and enjoyment 
around the Great Lakes. 


Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 1990 
Public Agency Funding Contacts, Washington, D.C.: Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 
17 pages. A listing, by state, of sources of funds for the acquisition and 
development of rail trails. 
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Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, date varies 


Abandoned Railroad Corridor Assessment Reports, $10 each ($5 for RTC 
members) postpaid. 


An assessment of abandoned railroad corridors in eight Metropolitan areas: 
Boston, Puget Sound (Seattle), New York/New Jersey, Cincinnati/Dayton, St. 
Louis, Chicago, Minneapolis/St. Paul and Philadelphia. 


U.S. Department of Transportation, no date 


Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities in the Federal-Aid Highway Program,, USDOT 
Office of Engineering (HNG-14), 400 7th St. S.W., Washington, D.C. 20590. Free. 


A handbook describing the federal program which can pay for the design and 
construction of bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 
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